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 STANDARD RESPONSE PROTOCOL 
Safety of our students and staff is one of the most important factors to a 
successful school district.  South Sioux City Community Schools is com-
mitted to ensuring our schools are safe and our staff is prepared.  To en-
hance this, we have decided to move to a new Standard Response Pro-
tocol (SRP) called “I Love U Guys”. We feel this protocol will give us the 
tools to be more prepared for weather events, fires, accidents, intruders 
and other threats to student and staff safety. 
 
Training has already occurred with Staff, students and first respond-
ers.  Communication has been sent home to parents and the District will 
start with implementation in February.   
 
SRP IS ACTION BASED 
 
The Standard Response Protocol is based not on individual scenarios 
but on the response to any given scenario. SRP demands a specific vo-
cabulary but also allows for great flexibility. The premise is simple - there 
are four specific actions that can be performed during an incident. When 
communicating these actions, the action is labeled with a "Term of Art" 
and is then followed by a "Directive". Execution of the action is performed 
by active participants, including students, staff, professors and first re-
sponders.  

 
 Lockout is followed by the Directive: "Secure the Perime-
ter" and is the protocol used to safeguard students and staff 
within a building. 
 

 Lockdown is followed by "Locks, Lights, Out of Sight" 
and is the protocol used to secure individual rooms and keep 
students quiet and in place. 
 

 Evacuate is always followed by a location, and is used to 
move students and staff from one location to a different location 
in or out of the building. 
 

 Shelter is always followed by a type and a method and is 
the protocol for group and self protection. 
 

 
 
BENEFITS 
The benefits of SRP become quickly apparent. By standardizing the vocabulary, all stakeholders can under-
stand the response and status of the event. For students, this provides continuity of expectations and actions 
throughout their educational career. For staff, this becomes a simpler process to train and drill. For first re-
sponders, the common vocabulary and protocols establish a greater predictability that persists through the du-
ration of an incident. Additionally, this protocol enables rapid response determination when an unforeseen 
event occurs. 


